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Mt. Lookout PUBLIC MEETING!  

Project:  
Mt. Lookout Square Revitalization
Subject:
Public Meeting Minutes -
When:

May 2nd, 2007

Where:
Christ the King Cafeteria (Ellison Ave)

Time:

7pm to 8:30pm

Attendance:
Mt. Lookout Community Council 
Mt. Lookout Business Association
Mt. Lookout Community Development Corporation 
City of Cincinnati: Jack Martin, Morag Adlon, Katherine Keough-Jurs

Vivian Llambi & Associates: Vivian Llambi, Todd Wales

General Public

A meeting took place at the Christ the King cafeteria on the evening of May 2nd. The purpose of the meeting was to present a history of the past plans and studies for Mt. Lookout Square, update the public on the current Master Plan, and to seek the input from the public on business district improvement opportunities.  Almost 100 people attended the meeting, including members from City Council and State Representative!
A significant topic of discussion was parking.  While not the intended focus of the meeting, it was obvious that finding alternative parking solutions is a challenge to be overcome if the community is to impact pedestrian and traffic safety through redesign of the traffic patterns.  Many other suggestions for improvement were voiced as well.  Following is a summary of input from the public:

Parking

· Linwood is a State Route, and there are limits to parking alternatives

· There is great demand for more parking 

· Potential parking behind CVS is not currently an option since this is private property
· A “Park and Ride” system was discussed but it was noted that these systems are very hard to fund

· Money may be better spent to try to obtain property for parking
· A suggestion was made to omit the parking island to help circulation and improve green space
· Adequate accessible parking is needed
· Cooperative agreements with private property owners may be a solution to parking problems

Traffic Flow

· People were very concerned about traffic flow and congestion

· “The Square can be as pretty as possible, but if the flow does not improve, the Square is no more livable.”
· School bus traffic is a concern
· Jack Martin noted that the 2002 plans looked at many possible configurations for the traffic patterns.  

· Access into the center parking area is very difficult approaching from the north due to the tight radius

Pedestrian / Public Safety

· Pedestrian crossings slow the traffic flow
· Sidewalks are falling apart and need to be replaced
· The steps to Lookout Circle are poorly illuminated, in bad repair, and attract undesirable elements
· Concern raised about crime in the neighborhood
· Wider sidewalks, especially near the restaurants are desired

· A concern was raised about safety at pedestrian crossings
· Stairways need to be improved or closed
· Pedestrian crossing would be improved with color and/or texture changes
Cleanliness

· Trash receptacles are needed outside of the Square
· Jack Martin noted that the public should call the city at 591-6000 to address specific safety / cleanliness problems

· Trash management is needed with sufficient trash receptacles 
Aesthetics

· Eliminating the advertising benches is desirable
· A suggestion was made to develop standards for store fronts and signage
· A beautification of the alleys perpendicular to the square is desired
· The city recommends letters from business owners committing to maintenance, and to costs associated with issues such as utility upgrades or lighting assessment, to help with the funding request.

· People would like to see the utilities buried; the very high cost was discussed
· Developing a theme, such as issues associated with the Observatory, was discussed
Business / Other

· More outdoor dining is desired
· A proactive approach to attracting appropriate business is desired
· The impact of the Columbia Tusculum development was discussed
· Bike parking is needed

In addition to the open discussion forum, the MLCDC requested that each participant fill out a brief survey to help the project team prioritize Square improvements.  Below is summary of the survey results:
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We hope to see you all at the next public meeting scheduled for May 22nd, 7pm Pacelli Cafeteria!! 

Regards,

Andy Park

President, MLCDC/MLCC
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