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MT. LOOKOUT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

December 15, 2008 - 6:30 pm

Location:  3223 Linwood Avenue (CTK Parish Center)

BOARD ATTENDANCE

	MLCC Board Members (08-09)
	Role
	Attending (Y/N)

	John Brannock
	President
	YES

	Jennifer Fairbanks
	Vice President
	NO

	Matt Johnson
	Treasurer
	YES

	Jeff Waltz
	Secretary
	YES

	Sean Foss
	Marketing/PR
	YES

	Dave Beckett
	Development
	YES

	Eric Flamme
	Membership
	YES

	Andy Park
	Director at Large
	YES

	Mike Hurst
	Director at Large
	YES

	Brian Kierce
	Director at Large
	YES

	Trent Douthett
	Director at Large
	NO

	Dave Mason
	Director at Large 
	NO

	Betsy Sundermann
	Director at Large 
	YES


MOTION ITEM (S):


	Motion Description
	Yea
	Nay
	Passage

	NONE
	
	
	


Guest:

·   None


Officer and Committee Reports:

1. President – John Brannock 
· Encouraged that planning start now for the 2009 Mt. Lookout golf outing to be held in May or June of 2009.  Brian Kierce, Sean Foss and Eric Flamme volunteered to plan for this event.

· Meeting coordinators are needed for upcoming community council meetings.  Eric Flamme will lead the effort to obtain speakers for the public meetings while Sean Foss and Jeff Waltz will handle the duties of scheduling the meetings and preparing agendas and minutes. 

· Thanked everyone for their efforts in participating in another successful “Light Up Mt. Lookout” community event.

2. Vice President  – Jennifer Fairbanks

· No Report

3. Treasurer – Matt Johnson 

· Presented a final report on the 2008 luminaria sales.  Improvements for next year include the need for faster sales info to the Luminaria Coordinator from the Zone Captains and correction of website ordering mishaps.  Everyone was thanked for their efforts in the luminaria sales.  Suggestions for 2009 include raising the price of the kit (e.g., $20 from $15) together with a related membership blitz campaign. 

· The next Cincinnati Neighborhood Summit will be held on January 24, 2009 at Xavier University and it was suggested that MLCC be represented.  Visit www.investinneighborhoods.com for more information.
4. Fundraising –  Brian Kierce/Betsy Sunderman 

· No Report

5. Marketing / PR – Sean Foss

· No Report  

6. Membership – Eric Flamme

· No Report

7. Miscellaneous Topics

· None.  

Public Meeting  - 7:30 pm

Fire Department Update

· Fireman J. Roper, Jr. reported that there were 172 fire runs and 702 EMS runs in the Mt. Lookout/Hyde Park/Oakley area.  There was no one overwhelming cause for fires during this period.  Everyone was reminded to be careful during the holiday season with trees and decorations.  The fire department is undergoing their annual check of fire hydrants, which typically occurs during November, December and January.  Fireman Roper also announced that a large ladder fire truck was in the parking lot for inspection.
Police Department Update

· Officer Dwayne Dawson (Community Liaison) presented the November crime report for the community. A majority of crimes continue to be thefts from both locked and unlocked vehicles, noting that more thefts typically occur during inclement weather.  As always, the best advice is not to keep valuables in the vehicle.  Mt. Lookout has little crime besides the theft from vehicles, which have risen over 117% from the same period in 2007.

Guest Speakers 

· Angela M. Cook, principal of Kilgore Elementary School, updated everyone on the happenings at the school, including the Ohio Department of Education award of its highest honor – Excellent with Distinction – to Kilgore Elementary.  Ms. Cook invited all to tour the school on the first Wednesday of each month (September through May) to see the new state of the art building.  Enrollment at the school stands at 575 students, which is almost full capacity. (www.kilgour.cps-k12.org).
· Charles Sippial, Manager of Anytime Fitness, invited everyone to visit their new fitness club located at 3527 Columbia Parkway (Columbia Square).  The grand opening of the 24-hour facility (key access) will be January 1, 2009 with a maximum membership of 1000 members.  More information may be found at www.anytimefitness.com.  Memberships are available in different categories.            

Cincinnati Recreation Commission (CRC) Update

· Greg Pierson, from CRC, invited all present to join in singing Christmas carols at Hyde Park Plaza on Tuesday, December 23 from 3 to 4 pm.  He again reminded everyone that the Oakley Recreation Center serves not only the residents of Oakley, but is open to all in the city, including Mt. Lookout and Hyde Park.  Go to the CRC website www.cincyrec.org for more information. 

MLCC President Update – John Brannock

· Excused from the meeting

MLCC Vice President Update – Jennifer Fairbanks

·   No Report

MLCC Treasurer Update – Matt Johnson

· It was reported that 2008 revenues and expenditures were $21,472 and $20,729, respectively.  The current financial balance is $3,241.  Luminaria sales, the largest single fundraiser, were down from 2007.  

· It was reported that there is a proposal by City Councilman John Cranley to redirect a portion of the proposed streetcar budget to community based economic developments, including approximately $2 million on a streetscape project in Mt. Lookout.  

MLCC Membership Update – Eric Flamme

· The new membership benefits were explained and an example of the new membership card was circulated.  Current (2008) membership stood at 70 paid members and there are already 15 new members for 2009.  All current members are encouraged to renew their membership now, since the membership cycle has been changed to a calendar year basis (same as last year). Membership revenue is used to fund Mt. Lookout events (e.g., Fall Festival and December Holiday Meeting/Party), community services (e.g., landscaping around the square, community flags and holiday lighting) and maintenance of the website and publication of The Observer.

· Email membership@mtlookout.org to request membership information or visit the MLCC website under the “ABOUT MLCC – Membership” tab to purchase a membership online. 

MLCC Miscellaneous topics

· The status of the Mt Lookout zoning review process was presented by Mike Hurst.   There have been two public meetings (November 18 and 20) organized by MLCC to explain the issues.  Feedback was requested via the Mt. Lookout zoning website.  To date, five (5) responses (four (4) for the rezoning and one (1) against) have been received.  Based upon this feedback, the MLCC will probably recommend to the city, by the January 31 deadline, the residents’ desires to support the rezoning.  All residents will receive a mailing from the MLCC summarizing this recommendation.  Owners of all affected properties will receive a letter from the city of Cincinnati indicating dates and locations of city zoning public hearings.  The Hyde Park and Mt. Lookout areas are being used by the city as a pilot zoning project before being considered for other parts of the city.
· The Mt Lookout “Citizen of the Year” honor was awarded to two distinguished members of the community – Ohio Rep. Tom Brinkman Jr. and Mary Vockell.  Tom Brinkman is finishing his tenure as State Representative and has been very involved in the Mt. Lookout community.  Mary Vockell, retired at age 85, had been a school crossing guard for over 27 years in the Mt. Lookout (Cardinal Pacelli) and Hyde Park (St. Mary’s School) community.  After their remarks, both recipients received an engraved, star shaped brass paperweight and a hearty round of applause by those present.    
· After the conclusion of the meeting, there was a special visit by Santa Claus, who wished everyone a Merry Christmas.

Attendee Questions-Comments

      None

The meeting was adjourned at 9:13 pm.  The next public meeting will be held at 7:30 pm on Monday, February 16, 2009 at the Cincinnati Observatory Center at the end of Observatory Place.
Respectfully submitted,  

Jeffrey P. Waltz

Secretary, MLCC
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