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June 14, 2007

RE: Text Change of Zoning Code 1421-21 Front Yard Setback Requirements

Dear Member of City Council:

The communities of Hyde Park and Mount Lookout are facing the loss of residential environment because developers are subdividing large existing lots and constructing new houses, using the current front yard minimum setback.  This results in the loss of open front yard space which is very detrimental to the existing residential area.   (Please see the illustration on the next page).

Several instances of this have already occurred in both communities and more are expected in the near term.  It is also believed that the same situation will begin to impact other neighborhoods in the future.  Therefore, the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council (HPNC) asks that you approve the proposed change to the Zoning Code.

The proposed amendment to 1421-21 will control the situation and have a positive effect.  Other alternatives have been considered but they will not be as effective in preventing the inappropriate positioning of in-fill housing.

This change will not stop infill development or the expansion of existing residential houses but it will ensure that they will be complementary to the existing homes in terms of their front yard setback.

HPNC urges City Council to promptly approve this proposed change and protect the city’s residential neighborhoods.

Sincerely,

Carl Uebelacker,

President
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Figure #1 -  Result of Current Zoning Code
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Figure #2 -  Desired Result by Amending Zoning Code
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